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Assistant Professor of English
Humanities Division, Lees-McRae College, 2007-present
Teaching courses in rhetoric (composition and speech), ad-
vanced writing, grammar, and literature; appointment includes
responsibilities as Rhetoric Coordinator: program administra-
tion and writing/speech across the curriculum

Instructor
Summer Institute, Project GRAD Columbus, 2006
Teaching courses in writing and literature to high school stu-
dents in preparation for the coming academic year; teaching a
course in Honors Humanities to high school students in prepa-
ration for the coming academic year

Assistant Professor
English Department, Capital University, 2004-2007
Teaching courses in composition, advanced writing, profes-
sional and technical writing, humanities, literature, and writing
in digital environments

Mentor, Introductory Composition at Purdue
Department of English, Purdue University, 2003-2004
Training Teaching Assistants in teaching the First-Year Compo-
sition Course; developing and implementing training materials

Teaching Assistant
Department of English, Purdue University, 1999-2004
Teaching courses in composition, advanced writing, profes-
sional writing, and technical writing; all courses as instructor
of record

Teaching Assistant
Upward Bound Program, The University of Akron, 1998-1999
Teaching courses in composition and literature to high school
students in the summer residential program; teaching English
enrichment courses to high school students during the aca-
demic year; all courses as instructor of record

Teaching Assistant
Department of English, The University of Akron, 1997-1999
Teaching courses in composition; teaching courses in composi-
tion stressing awareness of linguistic diversity through exami-
nation of the relationship between standard academic English
and African-American Vernacular English; all courses as in-
structor of record

614.572.6516 (C)

828.898.5577 (H)
mike@michaelkapper.com

Alison Gulley, Ph.D.
Associate Prof. of English
Humanities Division
Lees-McRae College

P O Box 128

Banner Elk, NC 28604
828.898.8851
gulley@Imc.edu

Gigi Taylor, Ph.D.

ESL Specialist

The Writing Center

CB# 5137

UNC—Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, NC 27599
919.962.4799
vgtaylor@email.unc.edu

Kelly J. Messinger, MAJ
Assistant Professor
English Department

Capital University

1 College and Main
Columbus, OH
43209-3913
614.236.6567
kmessing@capital.edu

Jennifer Consilio, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of English
Lewis University

One University Parkway
Romeoville, IL
60446-2200
815.836.5727
consilje@lewisu.edu

David Blakesley, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of English
Purdue University

500 Oval Drive

West Lafayette, IN
47907-2038
765.494.3730
blakesle@purdue.edu
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Eduncition

Doctor of Philosophy, English, Purdue University, 2004
Primary Area: Rhetoric and Composition
Secondary Area: Theory and Cultural Studies
Dissertation: “Affect as Epistemic Source in a Posthuman Age”
Major Professor: David Blakesley

Master of Arts, English, The University of Akron, 1999
Concentration: Composition Studies
Minor: Medieval Language and Literature
Thesis: “Shadow of the Invisible: Memory, Mysticism, and a
View of Technology in Plato’s Rhetoric”
Major Professor: Lance M. Svehla

Bachelor of Arts, English, The University of Akron, 1996
Cum Laude
Minor: Psychology

Seholarship

Published Articles and Chapters

“The Use of Side-Games in the Knights of the Old Republic Video
Game Series.” in Playing the Universe: Games and Gaming in
Science Fiction, ed. Pawet Frelik and David Mead. Lublin, Po-
land: Maria Curie-Sklodowska UP/Science Fiction Research As-
sociation, 2007. 195-207

“Mixing Media: Textual, Oral, and Visual Literacy (and Then
Some) in Teaching with PowerPoint.” Computers and Compo-
sition Online. Fall 2003. Multimedia project
http://www.bgsu.edu/cconline/kapper/mixing_index.html

Peter Rollins, et al. “"The Future of The West Wing: Discussions
on the H-PCAACA Listserv.” Film and History 33.1 (2003): 55-
63. (contributed two sections)

Under Consideration

“Distributed Possession, Random Access: What the Digital Age
and Posthuman Being Teach Us about the Canon of Memory”
Under consideration with Computers and Composition

Journal Editing

Co-guest Editor with David Blakesley. Special issue of Kairos:
Computers and Writing 2003

International Presentations

“The Problem of Content Delivery—Or, CMS Software v. DIY
Websites.” Presented at Interfaces: English Studies and the
Computer, University of Newcastle, Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
UK—November 3, 2005

National Presentations

“Using—and Teaching—PowerPoint Effectively, in and out of the
Classroom.” Presented at the Popular Culture Association/
American Culture Association conference, Boston, MA—April 6,
2007

(continued next page)

Lelevord Conrsework

Rhetoric & Composition
Doctoral Courses: Core

Introduction to
Composition Theory

Issues in Composition
Studies: Classical

Issues in Composition
Studies: Modern

Issues in Composition
Studies: Postmodern

Empirical Research
Methods in Composition
Doctoral Courses: Other

Curriculum Design

Computers in Language
and Rhetoric

Later Works of Burke
Interdisciplinary Studies
in Composition

Master’s Courses
Theories of Composition

Research Methodologies
in Composition

Theory and Teaching of
Basic Composition

Scholarly Writing
Theory and

Cultural Studies
Postcolonial Literature

Cultural Studies and
Composition Studies

Medieval Women Mystics
Theory and the Holocaust

Linguistics
Sociolinguistics
Modern Linguistics
Contextual Linguistics

Teaching Practica

Teaching College
Composition

Teaching Academic Writing

Professional Writing
Practicum
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National Presentations (continued)

"Here I Stand’: Professing Composition in the Tradition of Lu-
theran Higher Education.” Presented at the Conference on
College Composition and Communication conference, New
York, NY—March 22, 2007

“Maiden, Mother, Cancer Patient: Uncommon Women in Bat-
tlestar Galactica.” Presented at the Popular Culture Associa-
tion/American Culture Association convention, Atlanta, GA—
April 12, 2006

“Content Management Systems for Teaching and Learning.”
Panel presented at the Conference on College Composition and
Communication convention, Chicago, IL—March 25, 2006.
With Jennifer Consilio and Jessica Clements

“Peripheral Spaces: Expanding Embodiment Beyond the
‘Traditional’ Cyborg.” Presented at the College English Associa-
tion convention, Indianapolis, IN—April 1, 2005.

“"When the Credits Tell the Story; Or, When Metatext Becomes
Text.” Presented at the Popular Culture Association/American
Culture Association convention, San Diego, CA—March 25,
2005

“Computers Are Important—Sure Wish We Had Some."” Pre-
sented at the Conference on College Composition and Commu-
nication convention, San Francisco, CA—March 18, 2005

"“A Composition Course in Four Easy DVDs; Or, Multi-Media Con-
tent Distribution.” Presented at the Conference on College
Composition and Communication Convention, San Antonio,
TX—March 25, 2004. With Jennifer Consilio

“Nodes in a Web: Classical Canons for the Posthuman Age.” Pre-
sented at the Penn State Conference on Rhetoric, The Penn-
sylvania State University, State College, PA—July 7, 2003

“Mixing Media: Oral, Print, and Visual Literacy (and Then Some)
in Teaching with PowerPoint.” Presented at Computers and
Writing 2003, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN—May 24,
2003

“Sampling, Citation, and Academic Integrity for ‘Real’ Texts.”
Presented at the Popular Culture Association/American Culture
Association convention, New Orleans, LA—April 17, 2003

“Students No More: Apprentice Writers, ‘Real’ Texts.” Presented
at the Conference on College Composition and Communication
convention, New York, NY—March 20, 2003

Regional Presentations

“Production and Desire: The Economics of the Cyborg Vampire
in Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” Presented at the Southwest/
Texas conference of the Popular Culture Association/American
Culture Association, Albuquerque, NM—February 14, 2003

“Students’ Right to Their Own Language—And the Writing
Teacher’s Failings.” Presented at the Conference of the Michi-
gan College English Association, Dearborn, MI—November 1,
2002.

(continued next page)
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Lees-McRae College
Rhetoric I (3 sections)
Rhetoric II (2 sections)
Technical Writing
Business Communication
Creative Nonfiction

Capital University

College Reading & Writing
(13 sections)

Advanced Writing

(5 sections)

Writing for the Web

(2 sections)

Writing in the Professions
(2 sections)

Electronic Publishing
Science Fiction

Humanities: Classical to
Renaissance

Purdue University

English Composition I
(7 sections)

English Composition II
(6 sections)

Accelerated Composition
(2 sections)

First-Year Composition
Advanced Composition
Business Writing

Technical Writing
(2 sections)

Teaching First-Year
Composition
(2 sections)

The University of Akron

English Composition I
(4 sections)

Additional high school level
courses taught with Project
GRAD Columbus (Summer
2006) and The University
of Akron’s Upward Bound
Program (Summer 1998,
AY 1998-99, and Summer
1999)
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Regional Presentations (continued)

“Ain’t That America’: The Rhetoric of the Small Town in the Mu-
sic of John Mellencamp.” Presented at the Southwest/Texas
Conference of the Popular Culture Association/American Cul-
ture Association, Albuquerque, NM—February 15, 2002

In Development

“Why the Transhuman Will Never Be Posthuman.” Multimedia
article. First planned submission: Computers and Composition
Online

““What Did I Do Wrong?’: Mitigating Student Perception of
Grades as Indicators of Error.” Theory article. First planned
submission: WPA: Writing Program Administration

“Panem et Rhetorica: A Hands-On Introduction to Theory and
Practice.” Pedagogy article. First planned submission to Teach-
ing English in the Two-Year College

“Rhetorical Activities in Everyday Experience: Composition and
Speech through Popular Culture.” First-year composition/
speech textbook. In development with Longman; prospectus
stage

“Rhetorics in Western Traditions: An Issues-Oriented Approach
to Rhetoric’s Histories.” Textbook/Anthology; prospectus stage

“Writing for the Web: Content, Design, Structure, Code, and Us-
ability for Effective Communication.” Textbook; prospectus
stage

“The Art of Faithful Critique: Plato, Augustine, Luther.” Scholarly
book; prospectus stage

“Posthuman Canons: Revisiting Rhetoric’s Roots to Understand
Its Present.” Scholarly book; prospectus stage

“30 Years in the Rock: A Critical History of Stephen King’s Castle
Rock, Maine.” Scholarly book; prospectus stage

Roundtable Participation

“"PCA @ CCCC,"” a Special Interest Group focusing on Popular
Culture meeting at the Conference on College Composition and
Communication convention. Inaugural meeting: New York,
NY—March 22, 2007. Organizer and participant

“The Vocation of the Lutheran College.” Carthage College,
Kenosha, WI—July 31-August 2, 2004. Participant

Alliance of Rhetoric Societies Conference, Northwestern Univer-
sity, Evanston, IL—September 11-14, 2003. Participant, with
Karl Stolley

Local Presentations

Professional Development Series on WAC. Lees-McRae College

“Using Rubrics to Evaluate Student Writing.” Capital University
Liberal Learning Initiative In-Service Day—February 10, 2005.
With Susan Nash and James Zebroski

“Communication Across the Curriculum.” Capital University Lib-
eral Learning Initiative Task Force—October 2004

(continued next page)
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Teaching

Instructing students in:
suiting use of technology
to their rhetorical situa-
tions, including the impact
of technology on writing
process and written prod-
uct; designing appropriate
visual elements for differ-
ent media and purposes;
using hardware devices
and software applications
in the creation of texts

Proficiencies
Operating Systems

Microsoft Windows
(XP, 2000, 98, 95, 3.1)

Apple Mac 0S
(X: 10.1-10.4; 9.2)

Pocket PC 2003
Image Editing
Adobe Fireworks

Adobe Photoshop
Adobe Illustrator

Applications

Microsoft Office

Corel WordPerfect Office
Open Office

Adobe Acrobat

Adobe InDesign

Adobe GolLive

Adobe Dreamweaver
OmniPage Pro

Media Creation/Editing
Adobe Premiere
Adobe Flash

Windows Movie Maker
Night Kitchen TK3 Author
iLife
Coding/Programming
HTML/XHTML

CSsSs

PHP

Flash ActionScript
Basic JavaScript
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Local Presentations (continued)

“Taking Advantage of the Medium: Writing for Online Publica-
tion.” Purdue University Professional Writing Program Technol-
ogy and Pedagogy Showcase—October 28, 2003

“Rhetoric, Epistemology, and Pedagogy.” Guest Lecture in Prof.
Thomas Rickert’s English 680C, “Cultural Studies and Compo-
sition Studies” (Purdue University)—October 15, 2003

“Guilty of ‘Gotcha!’: Rethinking Academic Integrity for ‘Real’
Texts.” Purdue University Introductory Writing Program
Brownbag—November 7, 2002

“Resources for the Computer Classroom.” Purdue University Pro-
fessional Writing Program Technology and Pedagogy Show-
case—October 22, 2002

“The Shakespearean Trinity.” Guest Lecture in Prof. Daryl
Palmer’s English 316, “"The Mature Works of Shake-
speare” (The University of Akron)—November 1998

Adrinistrition & Curricubom @W&ZO erd

Rhetoric Coordinator
Lees-McRae College; Fall 2007-present

Coordinating all aspects of rhetoric instruction, including faculty
development, curriculum assessment, and curriculum improve-
ment. Assisting Humanities Division chair in staffing decisions.
Working with faculty across campus to facilitate inclusion of
writing— and other communication-intensive assignments in
their courses

WAC Initiative

Capital University; 2005-2007

Taking a leading role in proposing and developing a Writing
Across the Curriculum program. Completing planning stages,

including: drafting a proposal and plan for the implementation of

the program, coordinating efforts with interested faculty and the
Center for Excellence in Learning and Teaching, designing a fac-
ulty interest and “state of writing” survey, coordinating the sur-
vey’s implementation with Information Technology, analyzing
the survey results

Curriculum Redesign
Capital University, Fall 2004

Taking a Leading Role in evaluating and redesigning the major
in Professional Writing in the English Department. Constructing
a curriculum emphasizing the variety of professional writing ac-
tivities, including: journalism, business writing, technical and
scientific writing, editing, and writing in digital environments.
Proposing five new courses for this major and developing mate-
rials to support four of these proposals (one of the four collabo-
ratively). Inaugurating these five courses (2005-2007); three in
full class settings, two by contract; one of these courses by con-
tract collaboratively

(continued next page)
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Copy Editing
WIN the Rockies.
Copy edited Let Their
Voices Be Heard, a
book of quotations re-
garding health and
wellness; complied by
Wellness IN the Rock-
ies a four-year food
and nutrition-related
behavior-change con-
sortium

WIN Kids.
Copyedited two sets of
educational materials
regarding health and
wellness intended to
promote healthy life-
style choices in youth
ages 10-13

Managerial
Barnes & Noble
Café Manager
Scheduling café serv-
ers, purchasing food-
stuffs and supplies, re-
porting expenditures

Pemtbe yY

Professional

National Council of
Teachers of English

Conference on College
Composition and
Communication

Popular Culture
Association

Two-Year College English
Association

Council of Writing Program
Administrators

Carolinas Writing Program
Administrators
Community

Avery County YMCA
(Linville, NC)
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Curriculum Design P(;.Irdue Researfch
. Lo . e Foundation Grant for

PUI’dl..Ie University; Sprlng 2002-Spring 2003 Dissertation Support,
Leading a syllabus planning group to develop an approach to Summer 2003

teaching English 106 (“First-Year Composition”), a one-semester
first-year composition course. The approach developed requires
students to consider the rhetorical situation of their writing and
encourages viewing writing as an epistemic, social, civic, and
personal process

Pilot Teaching
Purdue University; Fall 2002 Lo qunage Skilly

Purdue University Depart-
ment of English Excellence
in Teaching Award for
2001-2002

Teaching one pilot section and two partial pilot sections for Eng- German
lish 106 using a preliminary version of the above approach. De- reading fluency
veloped curriculum and materials, implemented course, and re- speaking proficiency

ported to the Director of Composition and the Introductory Writ-

ing Committee Classical Latin

reading proficiency

TA Training Classical Greek—Attic
Purdue University, 2003-2004 reading proficiency
Developing TA training materials for the above approach to Eng- ~ Classical Greek—Koine
lish 106 and mentoring new teaching assistants in teaching this limited reading proficiency
course with this approach Old English/Anglo-Saxon

reading proficiency

) ) Middle English

Disciplinary Service _ Spanish
. i novice reader
Peer Reviewer, Transformations; 2004 French

Area Chair, Composition and Rhetoric, PCA/ACA; 2004-present novice reader
Program Assistant, Computers and Writing Conference; 2003

Area Chair, Composition and Rhetoric, SW PCA/ACA; 2002-2004
Editorial Assistant, WPA: Writing Program Administration; 2002 Oher PeAerials
Teaching Portfolio*
Research Portfolio*

Institutional Service
Chair, Core Curriculum Committee, Lees-McRae College; 2007-

08 Design Portfolio*
Ad hoc subcommittee on General Education Redesign (Inner/ Writing Sample*
Outer Core model), General Education Committee, Capital Uni- Dissertation Summary
versity; September 2006-January 2007 Teaching Philosophy*
Network Infrastructure and Communications Committee, Faculty Sample Syllabi*

Representative, Capital University; January-December 2006

General Education Committee, First-Year Writing Representa- Recommendation Dossier
tive, Capital University; 2005-2007 _ )
All items listed above

Faculty Adviser, Dionysia, Capital University’s Student Literary are available upon request;
Magazine, 2005-2007 those marked with an

Information Technology Long Range Planning Committee, Fac- aSteriSko(r;i)nert?va"able
ulty Representative, Capital University; June-December 2005

English Department Webmaster, Capital University; March
2005-December 2006

Student Evaluations

http://www.michaelkapper.com/

(continued next page)
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Institutional Service (continued)

Job Placement Committee, Graduate Representative, Depart-
ment of English, Purdue University; 2002-2003

Introductory Writing Committee, Graduate Representative, De-
partment of English, Purdue University; 2001-2002

Committee to Evaluate the Graduate Coordinator, Graduate
Representative, Department of English, The University of Ak-
ron; 1998

Departmental Publications
“Piloting English 106.” IWP News, Spring 2003 (Introductory
Writing Program, Department of English, Purdue University)

“The Best (and Worst) of Times: Life as a Teaching Assistant.”
Focus: The University of Akron English Department Newslet-
ter, 22 February 1999

Belifled fAerests

Photography
digital and film

Digital Image Editing

Web Design

Television & Film

Ancient & Medieval History
Theology & Religion
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